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I"i right there, at the heart of
the action. If you haven's
managed 1o secure 4 seat ringside
at the America's Cup action, the
CYA's Rawhivi is the stake 2
mark boat for the Lowis Vaitton
racing and Brent Balemi has
been raking CYA members and
athers out 1o view the racing
most days. Rawhivis graceful
racing lines have been artracring
attention amongst the stun

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY LOGAN CLOTHING

ningly opulent mowr launches
supporting the rcing reams,
and the equally opulent
spectator vessels, Berween the
Louis Yuitton and the TV3
coverage of the Akarana race
the classic yachis have been
genting plenty of coverage in
the media lately.

Kawhisis job is to parrl the
lefe hand side of the start ‘box’
keeping spectator boars out
before leading the spectator
flect up o the stake 2 mark an
the pore side of the approxi-
mately kite shaped course,
Spectator vessels are allowed o

The Louis Vuitton —

the view from the Rawbhiti
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JaNUARY 2000

Spain and Switzerland compete for the start from the Rawhiti,

proceed to the top mark once Rawhiti reaches her
position at the stake 2 mark, The top mark for the
day’s windward/leeward course is set by the course

committee, depending on the wind direction,
There are 3 races each for the 2 courses, with staris

10 min apart making plenty of action for those ou
there watching the racing, On the day John Gorer
and John Bertenshaw { Widene) went our, Spain and
the Swiss brought the action right to the bow of Rt

as they wwissled for the stan

Muore racing next issue with the defender series. !

The Swiss. France and Switzerland,

CLASSIC EVENTS CALENDAR

Photographs by John Bertenshaw

& out of the B Logan races
to count for the Logan
Championship Paints Prize

Sunday, 2 April 2000 -

Friday 11th |evening) -
PCC Vintage & Vaterans Day

Monday 14th February 2000 -
Logan Classic Millennium =,

=& = A Logan Race

(7 LA : '.'.55‘.."
iday, 28 J 2000 - Ragatts %% | Saturday, 8 April 2000 Yo
Friduy; 28 Janusey 2000 = RNZYS Round Rangitoto Race Race Program fur the Classic Yacht
Mahurangi Weekend ¥ et
Saturday, 27 February 2000 - .

- Might Race OYC - - of Newr Zealanid 1999-200N)
: CYA pienic/BBQ 1o lslington Bay or Tuesday, 25 April 2000 - ;

- Mahurangi Fastival =8 ! Seiren Sponsared by

; Motalhue VEC ANZAC Day Rogaotta

- Anniversary Regatta. . . . i LOGAN CLOTHING
= = Saturday, 11 March 2000 - for Old Craw

Friday, 4 February 2000 - DYC - Ragatta and Avallable exchasively frsin

Sunday, 30 April 2000 -
PCC Closing Day

OUTDOOR HERITAGE stores:
== “Tikapuna, Auckland, Newmarket,
Hamilioi, Wru on Chrisschurch,
Cueenstown, M e and Sydney

Winstane Mamorial =S

Saturday, 18 March 2000 -
ANZYS Te Kouma Weokend '-5‘54:‘?

Squadron Weekend Kawau -
= Friday Might Raca
Saturday Harbour Race




M y sailing interests
started as with most
Kiwi sailers in ' class and
Starlings. The first keeler 1
owned was a Pied Piper
which gave everyone lots of
fun.

From this beginning |
raced on other people’s boars
in coastal, offshore and
international regactas, These
boats where mainly stripped
out, light displacement
racing yachs - fast but often
uncomfbortable, It was onan
olfshore race with a stopover
in Fiji that | had my first
introduction 1o the classic
yaches, We were atanchor on
Future Shock in a lagoon
Across the bay from us was
Fidelis, In this seuing she
looked beauriful, We swam across o say hello, and 1o have a look over her. |
was miost impressed at what 1 saw, especially her comfort compared to our
baorar,

After 10 years of serious racing | was getting tived of iv, So | was back w
sabling my trailer sailer with close friends and my wife Rebecea, and we had
lots of enjoyable rcing and cruising.

One Sunday morning | was reading a boar magazine and saw a classic
yachr for sale approsimately 40ft in length, It broughr back memories of
Fidelis, 5o | rang up about it and that afternoon we were sanding on the deck
of Spray It is a lovely boat bur we felr it wasn't quite suitable for us. While
speaking to the broker afterwards he told us of a classic Logan for sale m
Gulf Harbour. The following weekend we found ourselves starring ar this
long, low, light green immaculate craft called Rawdbiri. As with most owners

of classics it was love ar first
sight, Wayne Hurst had done
a terrific job of bringing
Rawhini back 1o life afier a
period that it had been
abandomned,

To some true trad
i‘irlr::lll\.‘\. .f\“f]ﬂ';?.l;l '|.'|..|.'.f|ll
back to her original self, but
to us she was just perfect,
Wayne had complerely
stripped, rebuilt her and
added a few luxuries, Wayne
explained in detail to us
about the renovations and
went on to tell us about her
history, which we lound 1o be
most existing. You stare (o
realise that you are not jusi
purchasing a yacht bur also a
history,

Rebecca and [ thought
Rewdviei was perfect. It had the looks, performance and more than enough
equipment for our requirements. We made an offer bur anly o find our the
following day thar the broker had told us the asking price was double whar
he had originally told us, We were most dejecred, we really wanted this boar
but couldn't afford ir. We over extended ourselves with an offer which was
also turned down, We gave up hope only to receive a call some weeks larer 1o

Rawhiti, Terry Fong-AFA Photography

say thar our offer would be accepred. We went for it, bur did wonder whar

we had let ourselves in for .

All our family and friends thoughr we had gone mad buying a 90 year
old yache. That was unuil they had seen it, then everyone wanted 1o go sailing
on her!

Our whole sailing lifestyle had changed, Rawdhin is such a pleasure o
sail, Fora 54ft. boat Rebecea and myselfean comfortably sail her by ourselves,
We are cermainly very proud owners and it gives much enjoyment and creates
interest when people come over to admire your boat, Also | think thar half
of Auckland must have at some stage sailed on her as we are forever meeting,
people with connections and stories abour Rauhini

We have made many new friends and with the Classic Yache Assoclation
have really enjoved the last five years of ownership. We look forward 1o
many more enjoyahle times. We are now introducing a new generation o
sailing on Rawhier, Celia our two year old daughter, has already aken to
climbing out on the bowsprit, 11
you are interested in Rawdin
history and you see us moored
in a bay, come on over and we
can fill you in on its long and
interesting past

By Brent and Rebecea Bulemi | I8
I

r : Colia Balomi at the halm of Rawhil,




EDALLING THEIR

SUNDAY NEWS, June 1, 1975
ADMIRALS CUP CHALLENGE

TRICYCLE RELAY RACE

SATURDAY, JUNE 7, start 10am

AT

DOWNTOWN SERVICE STATION LTD
TEAMS FROM

Barnacle Bill — 'Inca — Gerontius.
10 gruelling miles from Fanshawe Street to
Mission Bay and return
You can sponsor your chosen team on a per
mile baosis,
Complete the eoipan then turn up and watch the fun

e i L T T L e Py i ———

WAY T0 BRITAIN

BIKIES with o difference? Mayor Robbie will start

h k ; the race at 10 a.m. and the
No .. . three key men im pubjic is being asked to
the Dunhill Admiral’s Cup HII:“I!‘H'"' the erew of its
ru:hﬁng i dning thely choice an a per mile hasis,
bit te raise money for the

F'o ADMIRALS CUP COMMITTEE
PO, Bax 365, Auscklusd

| agreo Lo sponsor

rate of

Wil-753 Auvcklumnd.

Lid, and Downtown

vacht al the

per mile (max. 10 miles) or phone

Supported by Trieng-Pedigree N Z
Serviee Stadion Lid

SUNDAY NEWS, June 1, 1975-5

The public is invited to
Sponsor the team of jig
choice by ringing 361-753

challenge “in Britain in

August,

Bruce Farr (left), Chris
Eowzaid {cenire) ani
Mike Spanhake thougin
gelling their gear off as
Males of the Week wag as
good a way as any lo
spread the word  aboui
their fund-raising irikathop
on June 7,

The three cup ecrews —

Inca, Barnacle Bill and
Gerontius —  will  race
kid's irikes from ithe

Downtewn Service Siation
in Fanshaw Sireet lo Mis-
sion Bay and back to raise
money lor their irip Lo Bri-
tain,

with details.

JUusT ADD WATER
AND WATCH ‘EM GROW

The Spirir of Adventure Trust and the Auckland Maritime
Museum Classic Boar Festival ar the Princes Wharf/Hobson
Wharf basin on the weekend of 6&7 of November was a
eredit to the organisation and the supporters of the event,

As L wandered along Princes wharf on the Saturday there
were a host of friendly Spirit of Adventure volunteers
providing information on each of the vessels tied up alongside
the whaef, The Tee Achbby, the Soren Larsen and of course the
Spirit af New Zealand were there providing guided tours of
their various vessels, with regular sailing programmes for the
twa day event advertised on information boards on the whaf,

Chur own Classic Yacht Association was represented by
Livtle firm and Spray 1] which greeved visitors at the city end i
of the wharf and John Duder had even organised an
informarion board for visitors, The immaculare Viking was
moored ar Hobson wharf drawing visitors pase the Gypoy
and the Puke which were offering steamboar rides, and the
model yachts and P-class dinghies which were racing in the basin. The navy band provided ambiance for
those indulging at one of the many cafes, and visitors were able to inspect the museum's latest exhibies
while they were there.

All credit to the organisers and crew of volunteers, it was a great family day out.

The Spirlt of New Zealand as seen from
Thelima Labour Weekend 1098,




RANGER IS BACK! |

te the A-class Neer back to having "Line Honours' all sown up by one
boat again? Maybe, Ranger is back after a two-year refit at Yachting
Developments and has already taken line honowrs in' the first Logan race,
the Squadron’s Classics day:,
lan Cook and Yachting Developments rook Ramger back to her bare keel
and deckbeams and worked up from there. Her hull is now glassed, she has
new kauri cabin sides over her
old mahogany, the Swedish
masonite board has been
replaced with kauri ply and she
has been sarurared with epoxy,
but she is in remarkably good
condition and YD found
"nothing thar you wouldn't
expect to find in a bartle scirred
60 year old lady”, Fosters
designed her rig and Sobstad did
the sails, Max Carter, members of the Tercel family and Mac Redmond have
all been manitoring her refit, the CYA will now be monitoring her racing
performance - hopefully not from behind her on the race track oo often!

lan Cook, Yachting Developments.
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REGATTA GEAR ‘

LoGgan CLASSIC REGATTA GEAR
IS NOW AVAILABLE AT
DISCOUNTED PRICES DIRECT
FROM LOGAN VIA MAIL ORDER.
LOOK FOR THE BROCHURE AND
ORDER FORM ENCLOSED WITH
THIS ISSUE OF CLASSIC YACH

QUARTERLY

—— [ —
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Re-launching Day, 7 Octobar 1988,
Photographs: Bob Wharton, Stills Photography.
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"The Heritage of the Americas Cup'

REMINDER
= GET YOUR ENTRIES IN NOWII!
Entries close on Christmas Eve and there’s not much time lefdl
Any problems call Joyee Talbor, Race Secretary on (09) 830 4747
Harbart
Krumm-Gartner

BUILDING LTD.

0 Byiate Raed

Whaniampal

Auchiand 1250

Fiew Jwalend

Fhsne 64904105560

Fam 840/ 4105005

E-miail: harsert@®aroan oo ng

CLASSIC QR ul

Your specialist for traditional boats




Tall Spars, Steamers and Gum
Wayne Ryburn THE Au STRALIAN

H:II:!MI‘.I Jllul'lli.-ii'lin!“I 1999, $39.95.
NATIONAL MARITIME
This is the first comprehensive history of the MUSEUM...

Kaipara Harbour and district, from 1854,
Author Wayne Ryburn tells the story of the .3 has sent us information on their Classic Wooden Boat Festival, Alas
Kaipara through the eyes of a historian and wo late to let you know abous it for this year (ran Seprember 5 to

illustrates the text with a wealth of photo- November 18), but if you are planning a trip to Oz next year you may
graphs, many of which were lent by the want to keep the dares in mind and make enquiries before you go.
Mirchelson families (Lirsle fives 1 8 11}, and Don’t forget that Sydney can boast of two maritime museums:
the Marakohe Museum. The book is peppered The Natlonal Maritime Museum, Darling Harbour,
with references to the Mitchelson families and phone (02) 929 8 3777
so i of particular interest to those with a historical bent, who and: The Sydney Maritime Museum,
wonder where the money which buile our racing yachts came from, The Razelle, ph (02) 9818 5348

staries of the gum ficlds and the industry which buile up around kauri timbet

and kauri gum, the sailing ships which rranspored the poods to markers in

NZ and offshore, and the people who made all this happen, make for an TATLER...

interesting read. ~ Saridn Gorter Poor Jenny Smith, working 100 hours a day rill the end of the year

[ ) Dhaes this have any link perhaps to a new siite of sails Maena will be
Southern Breeze — A History of sporting for the Millennium Cup..?

Yachting in New Zealand

Harold Kidd, Robin Ellioet &
David Pardon
Viking, Penguin Books, 19959,

~ Hamish is caught between a rock and a hard place {par for the course
for Litele fim..2), trying 1o keep Young America’s “banana boat” in the
Cup so the Kiwis can beat them next year (1)

WoOODEN MAST
AND FITTINGS...

ofrom the K-class Thefoa, Perer Rishworth would like to part with the

As per the flyer in the last magazine,

this beautiful historical work s

available through the Clissic Yache

Association at a discount 1o members

ol only $59.95% per copy, . ¥ 1

Miane Paim € u|1|:': o l'-. ngusin Books wooden spar and firtings as Thedm-K s now sporting a new aluminum
i . It - 4 i

{09 415 4700 spar, Please phone him ‘as svon as possible’ at (Auck) 292 8464

HUSALLL  BOATING CLUNE
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\USSELL BOATING CLUB'S

TALL SHIPS
s CLASSIC INVITATION

e B Lcut. ssamap Maste COLEBAMMA TH SFEOTACIE o) il
o JESD Gramt opp Fuedil ¢ oLl 1w B salle = WO e T

o TALL SHIPS ¢ o W Sl recsis =iy R i I
| aseeas LB TH PO Mt (Thim] oM DRLE, ¢

4w

RUSSELL
BOATING CLUB...

» ClLASedc I T AR GG WCRALN | AT R ¢ ...are hosting two races at about the rime the Auckland fleet is holidaying in
S RRATITIR | s tome i | e | A2 their parcl. The “Tall Ships' and ‘Classc Invitaion' raccs on Sunday 9
araviin, o P I January 2000 should provide the racing adrenalin required to wake somnolent

T ENTRY FLE m RS
Bl v vAa Mk, A e

e W AT T ——

sailors from their holiday mode, And for thase who are happy to stay on the
beach, the heady standands we have come to associare with Russell socialising
will be maintained back ar the RBC 1ill midnight or whenever. Contact
Christine Hall at (09) 403 7968 no later than 7 January 2000,

Wi, e Wbl Dy = dead




MR CONNELL (CON) THODE

OBE (FOR SERVICES TO SAILING)

NEW ZEALAND'S oNLY RNZNVR SUBEMARINE COMMANDER

M R Con Thode: | started sailing in 1922
when | was eleven vears of age, my father
bought a boat called the Sefopalo. When they had
muller boats thar were going to the shallow warers
for catching mullet they also had keel boars going
out and catching snapper, and because they had
no refrigeration they were designed o sail well 1o
get the fish back 1o the marker quickly, Vietory
was o snapper boar, and the Frencis as well,
Schapolo belonged o a Greek, it means shark

or something, Dad bought hee in 1922 and he

Perey Thode on deck of Toroa, Cox's Creek,
c.1910.

didn't like the name so he changed it to Ramgr,
Dad had Rangd uniil 1928 when the real estate
business got very rough with the depression, and
he sold it to Alan Leonard. Alan Leonard in due
course lent it to Licutenant Commander Juler to
do the first trans-Tasman race against the Teddy,
Erling Tambs Teddy. | started on Rangt ot eleven

and she'd had years and years and years of

Jnliliruhng Pt on, 80 my first job was to take o
her with an ald scraper and 1 spent the winger
just quietly scraping antifouling off the borrom!
1 had what was probably the firse IY acually they
were called Tauranga seven foorers then, | had
ruced with Dad to Tauranga in Rengd in abouw
1925, We usually went north for our cruising but
we raced this year to Tauranga, and when [ was
in Tauranga | sporred these linde boars Nirring
around, | said w Dad 'l want one of those', and
he said ‘Do you?' So a day or two later he came
aboard with a roll of plans and he said there you
are, go and build ie! So with the help of the next
door neighbour | buile what was probably the firs
seven footer in Auckland,

Sandra Gorter: How old were you!

CT: 14, yes 14 or 15. Dad wouldn't know
which end of a saw he was looking at, bue the
next door neighbour had buile a rwenty two firent

By Sandra Gorter

mullet boat himself. My parents were separated
in those days and 1 lived with my mother in
Mount Eden while Dad lived at Westmere, just
near Cox’s creek. When 1say | buile chis thing, 1
did a lieele bit of work bur Mr Williamson did
most of it. The only thing was, she was all ready
bt ne rudder and | hadnt found out how w
make a tip rudder ar chat stage.

I went over to Cox's creek one day with my
brother and a chap called George Moore ind it
was a lovely weaterly, sou-west breeze. | remem-
bered Dad had an old broken oar under the house
and of course she had a very thick transom, so we
bared a hole down through the transom and pur
a rowlock inro that, and cut the oar off and made
it fit into the rowlock, then three of us got ine
this seven footer, one sitting on the linde bir of
deck with his feet in the cockpir ficing aft < thar
was my brother, and George and | sar alongside
eich other in the cockpit, and we went across 1o
Kauri Point with father dancing up and down on
the beach yelling, “You bloody fools 1I!

Mrs Marcie Thode: He thought you were
poing w drown.

CT: Fun though s’ i
CT: When Dhad sold Rasgd in 1928 1 had a season
on Frice, Then Dad bought the Waipapakauri
hotel in the far north, The depression had stared
to bite by this time and real estate was no good,
so he got all his friends to help with some moncy

and help.. you know, lend him money, and he
bought the pub in the north, He said 1o me come
on, give me a hand. So 1 wenr up to Waipapakauri
in ‘29, While T was there T had o have some sailing
0 | bought an M-class eighteen footer called
Mischiefl We used ro sail around the Awanui

Lisut. Con Thode RNVA and Lelut. George Hunt
DSC, RN, on the bridge of HM sub-H50, 1842
off Plymouth.

Harbour but occasionally = i T could get a break,
wie would sail out the Awanui entrance and across
Ranginui Bay 10 Houhora 've olten thoughr
hack o those sails = Mischief had no built-in
flotation, we had no lifejackets or Hares, not a
vessel in sight, and next stop South America!

While we were up there we had a race with a
Bedford Whaler, a New Bedford Whaler which
is now in the maritime museum You've heard
abour the Efingarmite, the ship that hic the Three
Kings?

SG: Yes.

CT: Sunk. A lor of the survivors gor on to
the island. Some of them got by boar across
the north cape of New Zealand and as a the resuly

e

Thafma A2, Squadron weokend, Kawau 1935, Left to right staning Stan Waters, Percy Thode,
Pater Annan, Max Darrow, Pat Stewart, Con Thode and seated Roy Humae.




af thar word gor through about the wreck, John
Smith, Pukenui, Houhora went out in his whale
baat 1o try and find a ship He intercepred a ship
which was bound from Auckland to Sydney, the
Fealandia. In those days many ships had no radio
so communicating with the Zealandia was a
manual affair. The Zealendia went and picked
up the people an the Kings so of course that whale
boat had a grear aura. The locals reckoned she
did twenry knots and we said well Mischiefonly
does six and a half but she'll probably beat her, so
we had a famous race up there. We beat her of
course. My father wok a ten pound stake which
was 4 lot of money in those days. Dad put the
money up and so he insisted on sailing the boat
which upser me! However that's a long story, but
that whaleboat is now in the maritime museum,
Then in 1933 1 gor fed up with working for
Dad and 1 came back to Auckland. [ went to sce
my conssin Cabbs Mays who was the salling master
of Price when Bill Endean, the MP from Parnell
owned her, | said "Can [ have a trip’, because 1'd
got back just at the beginning of February and
squadron weekend was coming up, and he said
sorry we're full he said but Aribi's not would you
like o have ago on Arik 1 Would 1 like to go on
Arrki.... (both laughing!® S0, we did a night race
to Kawau, which we won, and then the next
marning Mr Wilson who owned Ariki said 1o me,
'Look, we're going north for two weeks cruise
would you like to come’..! You've got 1o be lucky!
We had a grear time, 1 worked in Auckland
and | had a few years on Prige, Then | had a couple
of seasons in Thefma. No the liede Thefima your
one, the big A2, there she is up there {indicates
on walll, Then Lawrence Nathan came 1o me in
1937 and said he was thinking of buying forergr
would [ be the skipper, well | said ‘twist my arm!’
S0 he bought Jonengi and 1 had three seasons in
her before | went to the war.
8G: How did she go? [hd she race well?
CT: She went well in cermain conditions, 1
could never et her to windward very well in light
airs, [tused v annoy me. In those days we used
1o start the races, harbour races off the Kings wharf
and go down around the Bastion mark off from
Tamaki yache club, and then down o the
saltworks beacon down by Rangitoto beacon and
i and down the channel a couple of times, Ina
nor'easter we'd get ro the Bastion and stare to slog
out the channel and there would be the bloody
livtle Ratoene pointing higher than us. | could
see him poing... Grerr..! (laughs), Wed beat him
on boat speed. bur the way she could outpoin us
used to upset me!
AIF Gifford was a
very experienced
yachtsman and |
Was young and
only learning, so
that might have
been me, | don't
know. However we
WOn sme races,
lovangi went

Rawwene, Bob Wharton,
Stills Photography

very well ar fimes.
O the night race 1o Kawau and a few ather things
like that. But then all the gear on her was in a
bad way, George Mackenzie who had owned her
for many, many years had lefe her lying up on the
slip e Devonport, The gear was in a mess and

she was gerting old even in those days
believe it or nor. The first scason we
broke some rigging screws among other
things. They were the old bronze rigging
screws, and after the first one broke 1 kept
on board some big bow-shackles and loes
of rarred europe line. I'd put a bow shackle
top and bortom and rove a lanyard
through, | kepe the spares on board!
Obviously she was due for a big refit and
so we went 1o Archie Logan and talked 1o
him about it

He said he had always wanted to bring
the rig in and up, She was originally designed
for Turnbull, of the Turnbull Library and he
had wanted to o across Cook Strait to the
sounds for bird hunting and so forth, Perhaps
she was designed with less draft to suit her
squat rig for Wellington and Cook Serait
conditions, [ don't know. Anyway, Logan said
that if we altered the rig as he wanted to alver
it we would have to make the boar six inches
deeper, and you don't argue with Archie Logan!
S0 the keel was taken off, the boar was lifred
up, asix inch slab of kauri was put in berween,
bur of course because of the rake of the rudder,
as the keel came down it went forward, and so
the next thing the lead's here and the boat's there,
so they had to pur a big filling plece in there 1o
Al i in.

This was all done ar Percy Voss' slip with
Archie Logan coming over and keeping a tight
eye on it. Then we got a new sult of Ratsey sails
with this modernised rig and she didn't ever go
very well. 1 used 1o look at the Rasey mainsail
and say it's too flat in the il and no matter what
we did with batons, the leech was always loose.
We actually won an Auckland Regarta with that
rig so we did have our moments, but she was never
very successful.

S0 when | was in England during the war and
at the submarine base ar Gosport, | went into
Ratsey and Lapthorne sail loft and showed Mr
Ratsey the pictures. | said look at the set of this
sail, what do you think abour it? He looked at
the picture | showed him and he said 1 know
what's happened, we never make gaff mainsails
now, | looked at him and he said, "Of course on a
galt mainsail the leech is much longer than che
[uff and the sail makers have thought that they
were working on the luff of a Bermudan sail,
They've run the round out to the leech and the
flat for the leech has gone into the luff)' He
admirted it

He explained how 1o alter the sail bur afrer
the war she was converted to the bermudan rig
w0 the changes were never made. When she was
converted in 1946 to suit the new rig the whole
of the inside was also ripped out becanse she was
being complerely refastened and you need 1o be
able vo ger ar all the firrings. We launched her
just before Christmas in 46, and we had quire a
few seasons, lovely racing and cruising then in
511 gor fed up with the city and gave it away
and went north, went up 1o Matakana milking
Cows,

5G: Some people have said thar after the war
there was a shortage of crew and it was thar which
changed the nature of yachting,

CT: hadn't thoughe of in thae way... | hadn’y

Lourence Nathan, owner of Rerengi , -
Kalrang!

thought of it thar way. Bur we were never shore
of crew in ferangd. Oh on occasions we were, bur

maostly we had plenty of crew... but | can see your
paint,

SG: Why do you think bt changed after the
war!

T3 Well 1 ehink generally,, its the changing
social scene, Similarly you see the Yacht Squadron
which I belong o wis men only, now i mixed
Women used ro be the peaple thar stayed at home
and did the cooking and looked after the kids,
Bur women have gained a sore of independence
now and [ think | see that’s why we sec more of
them in boats, and a lot of them are excelling in
boats, aren’t they?

Mo... | often think back before the war, it must
have been not long before the war, we had 4 race
to Te Kouma, and Te Kouma had always been a
man's race, ten only. We artived in foramgr, put
the hook down, and shortly afeerwards the Lisle
S arrived and they yelled out come and have a
beer which used 1o be the par for the course...
We went over to the Litele fim and we were all
sitting around the cabin top having a beer and

The lorangl winner of the race, working up
o the starting polnt in Dunedin Harbour,
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of thar word got through about the wreck, John
Smith, Pukenui, Houhora went ourt in his whale
boat 1o try and find a ship He intercepted a ship
which was bound from Auckland to Sydney, the
Lealandia, In those days many ships had no radio
so communicating with the Zealandia was a
manual affair. The Zealendia went and picked
up the peaple on the Kings so of course that whale
boat had a geear aura, The locals reckoned she
did twenty knots and we said well Mischiefanly
does six and a half but she'll probably beat her, so
we had a famous race up there. We bear her of
course. My father took a ten pound stake which
was a ot of money in those days. Dad put the
money up and so he insisted on sailing the boar
which upser me! However that's a long story, but
that whaleboat is now in the maritime museum,
Then in 1933 1 got fed up with working for
Dad and 1 came back 1o Auckland, | wene to see
my cousin Cobbs Mays who was the sailing master
of Prize when Bill Endean, the MP fram Parnell
owned her, | said "Can [ have a trip’, because 1'd
got back just at the beginning of February and
squadron weekend was coming up, and he said
sorry we're full he said bur Ariki's nor would you
like to have ago on Arike. 1 Would | like to go on
Ardki... (both laughing)!!! So, we did a night race
to Kawau, which we won, and then the next
maorning Mr Wilson who owned Ariki said 1o me,
‘Look, we're going north for two weeks cruise
would you like to come’..! You've got 1o be lucky!
We had a grear time, | worked in Auckland
and | had a few years on Priee. Then | had a couple
of seasons in Fhefma. Not the licdle Thefone your
onie, the big A2, there she is up there (indicares
on wall). Then Lawrence Mathan came to me in
1937 and said he was thinking of buying forerg
would | be the skipper, well | said 'owist my arm!”
50 he bought forengy and | had three seasons in
her before | went 1o the war,
5G: How did she go? Did she race well?
CT: She went well in certain conditions, 1
could never get her to windward very well in light
airs. It used 1o annoy me. In those days we used
1o start the races, harbour races off the Kings wharf
and go down around the Bastion mark off from
Tamaki yacht club, and then down o the
saltworks beacon down by Rangitoto beacon and
up and down the channel a couple of times. Ina
nor'easter we'd get to the Bastion and start 1o slog
out the channel and there would be the bloody
livtle Rawwne pointing higher than us, 1 could
see him going.., Greer.,! (laughs). We'd beat him
on boat speed. but the way she could outpoint us
used o upset mel
AlF Gifford was a
very experienced
yachsman and |
was young and
only learning, so
that might have
been me, | don't
know. However we
WOR S0MmE races,

Rawwene, Bob Wharton,
Stills Photography

lorangs went
very well ar times.
Oin the night race to Kawau and a few other things
like that. But then all the gear on her was in a
bad way, George Mackenzie who had owned her
for many, many years had left her lying up on the
alip ar Devonport. The gear was in a mess and

she was gerting old even in those days
believe it or not, The first season we
broke some rigging screws among other
things. They were the old bronze rigging
screws, and after the first one broke 1 kept
on board some big bow-shackles and loes
of rarred europe line. I'd pur a bow shackle
top and bottom and rove a lanyard
through, | kept the spares on board!
Obwiously she was due for 4 big refit and
s0 we went 1o Archie Logan and ralked 1o
him abour i

He said he had always wanted to bring
the rig in and up, She was originally designed
for Turnbull, of the Turnbull Library and he
had wanted to go across Cook Strait to the
sounds for bird hunting and so forth, Perhaps
she was designed with less draft to suit her
squat rig for Wellingron and Cook Strait
conditions, | don't know. Anyway, Logan said
thar if we altered the rig as he wanted to alter
it we would have to make the boat six inches
deeper, and you don't argue with Archie Logan!
Sa the keel was taken off, the boar was lifred
up, a six inch slab of kauri was put in berween,
bur of course because of the rake of the rudder,
as the keel came down it went forward, and so
the next thing the lead's here and the boar's there,
sir they had to pur a big filling piece in there o
fill ie in.

This was all done at Percy Voss' slip with
Archie Logan coming over and keeping a tight
eye on it. Then we got a new suit of Ratsey salls
with this modernised rig and she didn't ever go
very well. | used 1o look at the Ratsey mainsail
and say it's too flat in the lufT and no matter what
we did with batons, the leech was always loose.
We actually won an Auckland Regara with that
rigg so we did have our momens, but she was never
very successful,

So when [ was in England during the war and
ar the submarine base ar Gosport, | went into
Ratsey and Lapthorne sail lofr and showed Mr
Ratsey the pictures. | said look at the set of this
sail, what do you think abour it? He looked at
the picture | showed him and he said | know
what’s happened, we never make gaff’ mainsails
now, | looked at him and he said, "Of course on a
galf mainsail the leech is much longer than the
[uff and the sail makers have thought that they
were working on the luff of a Bermudan sail.
They've run the round out to the leech and the
flat for the leech has gone into the luff' He
admirted it!

He explained how o alier the sail bur after
the war she was converted to the bermudan rig
s the changes were never made, When she was
converred in 1946 to suit the new rig the whole
of the inside was also ripped our because she was
being completely refastened and you need 1o be
able ro ger ar all the ficcings, We launched her
just before Christmas in 46, and we had quite a
few seasons, lovely racing and cruising then in
511 gor fed up with the ciey and gave it away
and went north, went up to Matakana milking
cows,

5G: Some people have said that afrer the war
there was a shortage of crew and it was thar which
changed the nature of yachting,

CT: Lhadn't choughe of it thar way... | hadn’y

Lourence Nathan, owner Of faeeagi ands -«
Nakurang!

thought of it that way, But we were never shorn

of crew in ferangd, Oh on occasions we were, b
mostly we had plenty of crew... but | can see your
paint.

5G: Why do vou think i changed after the
war?

CT: Well | think geaerally,, its the changing
social scene, Similarly you see the Yacht Squadron
which I belong o was men only, now it mixed
Women used to be the people thar stayed at home
and did the cooking and looked after the kids.
Bur women have gained a sore of independence
now and [ think [ see thats why we sec more of
them in boats, and a lot of them are excelling in
boats, aren't they?

Mo... | aften think back before the war, it must
have been not long before the war, we had a race
to Te Kouma, and Te Kouma had always been a
man’s race, men only, We arrived in forsagd, put
the hook down, and shortly afterwards the Lisle
Sir arrived and they yelled out come and have a
beer which used 1o be the par for the course...
We went over wo the Litdle fim and we were all
sitting around the cabin top having a beer and

The larangl winner of the race, working up
o the starting point in Dunedin Harbour,
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