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THE LOGAN CLASSIC
REGATTA

(Alsave) Rawger takes
on eventual race
winner Velifeda,
and Helle Avevrure.

(Far Left] Seljm,
Hefle Aventure
and Mariella,

(Left) Pty of folawd
fay, Tealand Goypry
hard on the wind,
Thelma obacures two
others running.




TERRY Ful, AFA

]
T
.y ( v
i Log
L9

‘t:,'

The regarta was a great success as many people have said here, in some
very kind comments on the occasion and in various desparches.

Whilst a lot of praise has been heaped on me | hope you will also
remember the team from the Classic Yacht Association Committes,
especially Chad Thompson, Hamish Ross and Chris Smith, and our
redoubrable Race Secretary Joyee Talbor who worked every biras hard and
lomg as | did,

And thankyou to all of you, the participants withour whom the
Regatta obviously wouldn'’t have been the spectacle and the huge success
thit it was,

1 am happy to report that the Regata was financially a viable operation
for the Association. We ran all of the Regatta's affairs in o separare “ring
fenced” accouny, and alier spending in excess of $85,000 in weal for the
operation we will wind up in a slightly better than break-even situation
withowt creating a drain on the Association’s subseription funds.

Whilst the Regatta was a success, | recognise that there were a few
aspects of our organisation which could have been berrer. We were on a
“learning curve”, this being the firse event of it kind any of us had

organised, and we learned a lot on the way through the event. 15 any of

CLASSIC EVENTS CALENDAR

Sunday 2 April 2000
PCC Vintage & Veterans Day

5 out of the B Logan races
to count for the Logan
Champlonship Points Prize

Saturday 8 April 2000 & Ny—
ANZYS Round Rangitoto Race

Soturday 29 April 2000

WCC ANZAC Day regotta for
old craw,

Please note: VCC hove
changed the date for this race

Sunday 30 April 2000
PCC Closing day
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you were dusappainted by some
of the things we did or failed 1o
do, please accepr our apologics
and rest assured we have reviewed
every aspect of the three days and
we will improve those things next
rime,

Manning, with the benefit of
this experience, is already under
way for the “next time” which we
expect will be in February 2003,
prior to the next Americay Cup
defence. Warch this space...

Mark Bartler
Chairman,
Clrgansing (ammittee

(Below) Prize and Npativa.

(Above) Rawene, eventual winner of the Logan Gold Cup.
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HE Classic Yacht Association’s Logan Classic Regatta from 12-14
February was a tremendous success.

84 boars came to the Waitemara Harbour from the Mediterranean, the
Metherlands, England, the US, Australia, and from both ends of New
Zealand. The distances covered by some of these old boar owners was a
credit to their enthusiasm and suppor of their vessels and classic yachring
in peneral,

Aarere and Aremaina from the Bay of Islands, Peesy of lidand Bay from
Sydney, Wittengi from Melbourne and of course the many really big boats
from overseas gave the local yachts a level of competition never
expericneed before in New Zealand,

Fidelis returned from Sydney o line up against her old sparring
partner Ranger, but in the event she was placed in the modern classic e
while Ramger sailed with the first division classic yachts on account of her
age. As has been her wont since her launching in 1938, Ranger was the
fist New Zealand yacht home most days, and she eventually clinched
second place in the first division behind the magnificens 130" ]-class
Velsheda, the giant of the feet.

Unlike some of the America’s Cup racing, conditions on the gulf were
extremely kind to the Association. Breezes were around 10 knots on the
Saturday and Sunday, and 15-18 knots on the Monday, Tops'ls were
hoisted all three days, but the langer more powerful boats like Tt Aroe
would have appreciared more puff 1o really show off their racing stripes,

The view from land was . A harbour full of sail, with the
inherent beauty of the gaffs and rops'ls making the older boats of the feet
stand our. The gaff rigged boaws performed surprisingly well against their
bermudan counterpants. The large yachts were whar caughe the eye of the
uninitiated, 1 was standing on Bastion Paint one day and received a full
racing commentary with sail numbers, (no names) from a passer-by.
When | usked him what his interest in the old boats was, he said that he
was actually there o watch the powerboats which were racing further out
in the gulf, but that these beautiful old boats had really caught his eye!

The variety of boats made for very tricky work for Race Officer Janet
Watkins and Handicapper Chris Smith, Some boats would have
appreciated less on the wind work, others wanted longer courses, everyone
had comments on handicaps, but overall 1 think everyone appreciated
how suceessful these officers were in accommodating such a variety of
hoats in the one regacta. There were boats ranging in age from the 1892
Awrere through o the brand new Kilrudh Nomad 1, both in the second
division, and boats ranging in size from the fiese division 130° Velibeda 1o
the 22" Heather in the third division. The variables of hull shape - from
flar botoms o plank on edge were a nightmare best left o the
handicapper.

Clris (Moana) decided that the best way to stare was with the La
Mioularge handicapping system, but it quickly became obvious thar it was
going o rake a new computer programme 1o deal with the multinde of
variables presented by such a diverse fleet. He developed a programme
that takes all of the variables im0 account, and came up with a
handicapping system thar required very linle adjusting when tested
against the CYA's historical performance based handicapping and put
before the committee. An incredible fear in the cireumstances,

Outright winner of the Logan Gold Cup, awarded to the boar which

outpetformed its theoretical speed by the greavest margin, was Rawene, A

3

fitting tribute to a boat which has been described as one of the best of the
Logan yachts, But aren't all the boats the bese in one way or another? It
was also great for those who have gone back o gaff rigs 1o see this rig
configuration perform so well against the bermudan counterpars,

The yaches were well supported out on the water by the race
committee and the international judges. There was very lintle ‘argy bargy'
in what turned out o be a remarkably harmonious comperition,

Sincere thanks from all of ws to our sponsors Logans (Outdoor
Heritage), stockbrokers Merrill Lynch and to the Heritage Hotel who
hosted the prizegiving dinner on the Monday night.

Thanks also go 1o Ron and Michelle Copeland and the Ponsonby
Cruising Club, and the many CYA members who put in time organising
the regatta. Most of all, thanks to Mark Bartlett for a year or more of
work that he put into the regara’s organisation.  Without Mark there
would have been no Logan Classic regaca. And last bur noc least, chanks
w0 all the competitors for coming, some from very long distances indeed
+ thank you to everyone for participating and making the Logan Classic
Regatta such a success,




FULL REGATTA RESULTS

The l O Classic 2000 - Dhvision 1, Classics

Vadair asi) R | Raix 2 Raip 3 YT Masi Radr | Rack 2 it 3
Piaiiwe, [T [ERCT LT Miaiine: [ Tise Poacine [ Tis Pracimd | Tis P | Tiso
Valsheda 1 268,783 |1 280217 |4 145.467 Pahi 1 176,768 (1 154.670 |1 146,508
Ranger 2 301.883 |2 288,533 |3 143.600 Solara 2 181,443 |3 161.487 |3 156,543
Rawhiti 3 313.067 |3 329,683 |5 162.017 Plane Janea 3 206,080 |6 174.463 |4 165.257
Waitangi 4 332.733 |6 353.683 |7 176.608 Memina 4 208.048 (5 173.213 |8 170.5065
Belle Aveniure |5 339.350 |5 343,600 |2 141.917 Oifshore 5§ 219.747 |7 178.160 |7 170413
Mariella 6 349,133 |4 341,750 1 141.175 Mamu 6 220.358 (2 180417 |2 | 546, 304
Arciurus 7 A5T 467 |7 436,167 |6 168.200 Rosolution 7 223.685 |4 172.353 |6 16G8.052
Carli a8 238272 |8 194.727 110 200,788
: — The Satanita |9 238272 B 178.377 |5 166,08
I'he Logan Classic 2000 - Division 1, Modern Classics Tatn 10 275665 [ 11 295.230 |0 NS
Yaunr Masi Racu 1 Racr 2 Racx 4 Cuicksihver 11 209,847 |10 202.277 |9 170.863
Praiawas | Timai Pracame [Tive Pracam [ Tisg
Ta'Aron 1 287700 (1 313.083 |1 165,383
Fidelis 2 330.000 |2 333,583 |6 182.258 I'he Logan Classic 2000 - Division 3, Classics
Volanta 3 336.900 (5 362.483 |5 181.382 Yarnr Masi Racy | Hach 2 Tan A
Frvadom 4 338.217 |4 360.867 |3 176.583 Foacume: | Tise PLacimG [ Time Puaciwe: | Tisin
Long White Cloud |5 341,800 |7 384 867 |7 183.975 Soout 1 168,390 (2 144,883 (2 125,380
Balicaaus 4] a57 467 |8 410,867 |8 186,950 Spray || 2 178,348 |5 165 467 |9 154,632
Aschanli IV [ A69.000 |3 356,233 |4 180475 |Momad 3 186.537 (1 144 483 |1 116.887
Saljm 8 ar.vaale avo.7aa |2 175.150 Thelma i 188.025 |3 154,683 |4 131.492
Yum Yum 5 200,792 (12 207.800 (3 130.758
_ —— . Loloma 6 208,458 |11 199.767 |7 143, 442
Ihe Logan Classic 2000 - Division 2, Classics Owhanga 7 217.002 |4 161,403 |5 196,768
YT Nan Ract | Ract 2 Racu 3 Heathar 8 217.608 |8 171,300 (12 1684.125
Puacine | Tin Tracisi: [T s | Tisii Dolpmn a 218.008 |15 235 250 |0 ONS
Rawene 1 187.823 |1 144.180 |1 137857 | |ianet 10 222 625 |7 168.91718 149,408
Walono 2 202 485 |2 157,420 |4 157,318 Patricia 11 206,352 |10 QE.6R3 |15 172 468
Aorere 3 203.085 110 |179.070 & \Bo0el . lam 12 |231223[14  |224817 [10  [168.607
Moana 4 203,718 |3 168,470 |2 153568 lwanderust (13 |232312 (16  |226.383 [14  |171.778
Little Jim 5 213,560 |6 171.820 |7 166027 |  |wotuku 4 |2aszorle 180.387 |13 [171.180
Sapphire 6 216.135 |4 170.020 |5 150.802 |  |pawn 15 |essaraliz 232800 |11 158 629
Mgataringa T 217.380 |5 170,310 |11 171.B80 Merriman 16 476.148 (18 908.587 |0 DMNS
Prize 8 220325 |7 174.863 |3 1561581 |\ exia 0 DNS |13 [216017 (16 [174.745
Gleam 8 222,750 (9 177.733 |12 173.350 Patral a DNS B 168.867 |6 142.270
Victory 10 223,432 (B 177.013 |9 169,165 Irene 0 DME 0 ONS 0 DMS
Archia 1 226.000 (11 1B3.BOO |15 175467
Mgatira 12 228.500 (14 1892083 (10 170.567 ’ _— : ;
iy 13 234.403 |13 191,840 |13 175.137 I'he Logan Classic 2000 - Division 3, Modern Classics
Aronul 14 238.077 |15 196.570 | | K 182,660 YacHT Name Rt 1 Race 2 Rack 3
Patsy of lstand Bay (15 247803 (18 [212.590 |14 175.287 Puacen FTone Purcine [Time NEALING, TN
Gypsy 16 250202 (20 231.043 |20 195.805 Gunner 1 157.042 |1 126.067 (0 DNS
Kaina Il |17  |250.707 |16 |[207.180 |19 |18s.aza| |Dream ? 160.158 |3 152,663 |2 125.058
Tawera 18 |es2210|12  |[1B9s03 |16 |178.180| [Jomaul 3 168.003 14 1as.eiz 11 il
Jackson 14 253,538 (18 295043 |17 182 605 S:Hrll a 174.872 |2 152.483 |3 139.505
Halen 20  |253.785 (17 |208.210 [0 DNS Stormbird 5 206.867 |5 178.600 14 el
Theima Vil 24 254,148 |21 294,063 |2 197 282 Comendar [F] 210,353 |6 200.717 |5 161.870
Frances 22 |258470 |23 |251.457 |6 162,720 | [Elusive 7 228.580 |7 219.817 |7 175.323
Teal g 260,710 |22 243120 |0 DNS Ta Hani B 237402 {8 225,433 (B 173.818
Seaward 24 279.212 [0 DNS ] DNS
Wilrush Momad || |25 279,908 |26 284917 |22 198.842 Ihe Logan Classic 2000 - Division 4, Dragon Class
Sagaclous 26 209.283 (24 250,850 |23 207.483 S N.“ - ; L o
Allsa 27 348222 |25 278777 (O DNS P T Toann: Tine [P o
Wild Roso 1 163.033 |1 144,083 (1 126.367
FOR SALE Flusao-Orort Express] 2 166,817 |4 208,533 |3 132,800
Leandar VI 3 181.767 |2 181,317 (2 132 800
HELEN, KI Pieces of Eight |4 216.033 |3 166,133 |4 135,433

e to relocation overseas the Bob Steware! Col Wild K class Helen bs for
sile, 3x shin kauri, with teak cabin and trim. Recent major restoration.
£59,000.00, 'h Andrew Cawte (09) 360 3424 or (025 268 5474,

CHERUB

22 gl curer, sailed and chartered out of Lyoelion, MSA survey,
$10.500.00. Mh Mike Rousscau, (03) 389 92549,




LETTERS

(The following are edited letters from overseas visitors 1o the Logan Regateal:

Dear Hamish:

| know thar | xpcak for all the Judges who served on the International Jury
for the Logan classic when | say what a distinet pleasure it was w be
associated with thar marvellous event. We have felr a trifle overwhelmed
by vour welcome and hospitality. In fact, we did next to nothing in the
performance of our duties and yet we have been your guests (along with
spouses) at a magnificent formal dinner and now you have presented each
of us with the beauriful and most expensive edition of Southern Breezes,
We feel inadequate. We loved seeing the gorgenous “yachts” on the water.
Unfortunately, we had to watch from aboard our umpire boats or on
board Lume Roma as the competicors gracefully slid by, Whar a
magnificent sight! Thar alone would have been worth our miniscule
efforts on behalf of the Regarea...

Thank you so much for the oppormunity 1o be part of the Logan
Classic and for your extreme gencrosity. We would look forward 10
helping again in any way thar we can.

Warmest regards,
Henry (Menin. International Jury)

Hello Mark : f

Well, what can | say? Whar a weekend! What a week! As 1 said to Chad,
| think the event ranks up there with some of the bese trad boat evenes 've
been to (which includes La Nioulargue and Monaco). And a grear chance
for me to meet a lor of interested and interesting peaple...

Many thanks for geting me out there, and for purting me up and
generally looking after me during my stay.. | hope it becomes a regular
event in the international yachting calendar,

b ol

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Best wishes
Nic @ Classic Boar (UK)

One of the things that is heart-breaking about editing this magazine,
is how much I have 1o leave out each time. | love doing the interviews
with our "'more experienced’ sailors, they are such a treasure trove of
information and stories.  This time | had ro leave out so many of Con
Thode's war stories, accounts of the really interesting and varied life he
has lived since the war, including his time (25 years) with the Spiriz of
Adventure, and 2 wonderful account of how wo silors decided thae
they'd berter take Viking for a circumnavigation of New Zealand before
they got oo old. And a0 they did - Con was 87 at the time and Gordon
Tait was seventy something. Their wives thought they'd better rake a
younger crew with them just in case. The younger crew included men in
their 60's!

It just goes o show, like these old boats we all own and love, growing
old doesn't have o mean you're geering that much slower!

Sandra Gorter, Ed

Herbert
Krumm-Gartner

BUILDING LTD.

20 Wrivio) Road

Whenuapal

Auckland 1350

Hew Jealard
Phone G400/ 4165560

Fao; 649741863005

[ -miall harbart@®orcan cone

CLASSIC

Your specialist for traditional boats

HAPPENINGS

PATIiOo BAY - MoORE FAMILY FUN

On Sawurday 4 December nearly twenty boats raced away from the stan
line off Browns Lsland for a day's Family sailing to Patio Bay, There was a
pood showing from the modern classics with Asrolabe,  Baliceau,
Contender, Break Free pitting their sailing skills against the older
competitors. At least six of the fleer carried sailors from the upcoming
generation as “four and a hall® seemed 1o be the most *prestigious’
response 1o enquiries on the beach regarding age. The young teenagers
were also well represented and thanks to the generous offer of the
Brighouse bunkroom by Margarer Woolcorr, they managed 1o carry on
their own party long after the adules had revired. Mahurangi CC made a
good showing with Secouwr and Te Hani, After the America’s Cup boats,
Seont s mast would have to be one of the most ascended an the Waitemata
- their young crew must have ser 4 record for the number of ‘inspections’
carried out during and afer a race!

Thanks again o the Brighouse and Woolcon families for a lovely

evening,
=

MAHURANGI AND THE
AMNMNIVERSARY DAY RACE

Mahurangi 28-31 January was a blustery evene with the fotilla compering
in choppy seas in the Mahurangi hathour. Moanae and Prize foughe a
battle atr the head of the Neer with Lirede Jime, The Sarania, Baliceaus and
Ngataringa not far behind. 1e was the first outing for the Rawene with the
CYA fleer, and bardle hardened Wiriame was nipping at her heels for most
of the race. These gall rigged racers showing the way to the many larger
yachts in the flee.

Serong winds pur a damper on the social activities, but prizes were won
by the younger crews in the beach activiries ar Sullivan’s Bay on Saturday,

Eleven boars got rogether gor together in 2 rafts on Sunday night for
after race dissections, and to share thoughts on the racing and restoration
of the boats. They were joined by the Thode family who provided cureemt
owners with much pleasure as they shared memories of the boats racing
in the early years and the social activities thar went an then,

Ranger stayed moored by the top mark during the race, according 10
her new skipper, gathering informarion on the racing performances of her
rivals. She only bear Rawdies back o Auckland on Anniversary Day by 40
seconds, bur they gor things worked our by the start of the Logan Regatta
in February. The bigger yachis had an exciting sail back, experiences
aboard the smaller boats were however somewhat less enjoyable, The
Classics had the largest division in the Anniversary Day regatea, probably

because we were already our there (1),

b e

CYA PICNIC POSTPONED DUE TO
AMERICA'S CUP RACING

Sincere apologies o all who were hoping to picnic on 27 February,
| know a few people missed the phone and fax messages sent postponing
the picnic, but a clash with the America’s Cup hadn't been anticipated
when the calendar was set last year. 1 hope you are able vo make ic 1o the
new date on 25 8 26 March, an account of this year's picnic will fearure
in the nexe magazine,




TEAL

THE A CLASS THAT WASN'T AN A CLASS

By MAaLcoLM TRASHK

On 22 December 1948 a new keel vacht was ler down the slipway in
5t Mary's Bay, The caption thar appearcd with the photo of the launching
in the Auckland Sear thar evening read:

A new lighe displacement 38" keeler for M
W Goodbellow of Ponui Island was launched a
Lidgards shipyard at 11015 this moming,
Mamed Tred, the vache will be used by her owner
o teavel berween his home ar Ponui, and
Auckland, She is fined with a 10hp engine.
Designed by Mr | Lidgard, Tealis 38" overall, 30°
on the wiateeline, 74" beam, and 5'8% draught,
Warking sail area in a sloop g is 4500sq, a
displacement of 3.75 tons. She has a short keel
base and fine lines, and should prove a handy and
capable boat”

This caprion dispels the myth that Teal was
designed by HE Cox, as had been wrinten by
many well known yachting writers, Teal was buils
alongside a Cox  designed  yache, the 28’
Snowgoose and the myth may have arisen from
this, To my mind Tealis a larger copy of Gleam,
the revolutionary racing 3', designed by Jack
Brooke and launched in 1940,

Little is known by the writer of Teals carly
years, and it is assumed she was used for the
purpose she was designed for by Goodfellow,
Tead's name was not vo appear on the eniries of
the Auckland Anniversary Repata until 1956
when at the age of seven years, she was entered in
division A sail number A6 under the name of
Cleary, Teal starved the race that year on the same handicap as the similar
sized Vicrary A8 1 do not know which one triumphed that day, but these
two yachis were destined o remain race rivals four decades later. What
was found however, is that Teal’s sailing performance was substandard for
a yacht sporting the A number on her sail. or whether it was sail
performance alone, or size, or a combination of both, the nexe year Teal
was entered in the B division with a new number, BS, the A6 number
going to the new 43 Tuwahine,

The years 1956-57 marked the start of what was w be a long,
successiul and varied ree carcer. 1n spite of her poor windward sailing
performance, her downwind and reaching ability (as 1 was 1o discover
many years later) was excellent. Around this nime Teal was purchased by
Sir Keith Park of the Baude of Britain fame, and around 1960 by a well
lenown yachtsman Mark
Williams., who is the
father of current Whir-
bread and champion
yachtie Ede Williams, It
was  under  Williams'
ownership thar Teal was
o becorme most widely
known in the Auckland
racing circles, for in
1962 she lined up with
19 other yachts in a race
which was to become
known as the ‘Jack
White Memorial', a 150
mile ouwter gulf course
for the Balokovic Cup
scrics, The result was
that of all the yachts that
started at Orakei wharf,
Tead was the only one w

finish the course. Seasick crews were the main reason given for the
withdrawal of competitors. As radios were virtually non-existent in those
days. no cancellation of the race could be
given. 34 years later a similar scenario
was 1o present ioell when Teal starred
with the classic division in the 1996
Coastal Classic.

Throughout the 19605 Teal raced and
cruised the waters of the Hauraki gulf.
She had sprung some planks on the port
side in an offshore race, and a succession
of short term owners through the nexe 30
vears failed o deal with the resuliant
leale. Around 1970 she was taken our of
the water by her then owner, s man called
Elliot, and put on the hard beside his
factory in East Auckland.  When she
appeared back on the harbour some 2
vears later she was a completely different
boat. The long, low, wooden cabin top
had been tebuile with a doghouse
configuration with large windows, which
1"m sure was the fashion of boatbuilding
at the time. The keel hung original
rudder was removed and replaced with a
sheg fied spade rudder.  The werails
were built up, rising w a height of 9
above the deck ar the bow, giving the
sheer line a banana appearance and

= adding 2" exra in wotal length. Extra lead
and bulbs were added o the keel to sink the stern 6 lower in the water
and raise the bow up,  Last but nor least, 4 new aluminium mast was
manufactured, shorter and heavier with single spreadens, and with a 15
hoom and a large fore triangle. When she appeared on the water again,
Teal had nothing of her previous low-wooded sleck appearance.

For the next two decades she was to cruise the warters of the Hauraki
Gulf in this configuration as successive owners tried to deal with her
leaking problems. By 1993 Tealwas 45 years old and as with most of the
old boats her successful race career of the "50's and "600's, just a memory,
New things were happening in yachting, many of the long keel boats were
being purchased by young enthusiastic owners keen to restore and race
them again. As with Kiarrima I, Ngataringa, Lirtle fim, and Hinemoa, Teal
changed hands ance again,

Since acquiring Teal in 1993 an extensive refitting and remodelling
programme has been carried out. This includes: new mast 1994, new
Yanmar diesel 1995, extensive refastening and recaulking 1996, werails
ciit down andfor reshaped 1997, and large windows cut down 1999, OF
all these the single most important feature is the rig, which has paved the
way for Teals successful comeback into classic racing, wnd will ensure thar
she will seill be able to race well into the 21st century.

Teal has won many races and trophics since 1994, As the new
millennium and this fine boat’s 51st birthday approach | can't help but
recall the words of a well known member of the yachting establishment
and handicapper when | queried Teals handicap for the 1993 Coastal
Classic: “In cerain conditions that boat could beat most of the A class up
10 50" long. There were some fast B class boats around, but that one was
the fastest B class motor sailer ever buile in New Zealand, and in no way
will you be gerting an easy handicap”!

45 years afier the officials in RNZYS decided Taal wasn't warchy of an
A class number, life is looking rosy for this fine double skinned kauri
yacht. She is in excellent sailing condition and is used and maintained
regularly. | hope that if any of those officials are still alive fram 1956, that
thiey are now eating their words when they see thar this A class always was

an A class after all,




JEAN NEWwWCOMB

INTERVIEW BETWEEN MRS JEAN NEWCOME AND SANDRA GORTER,

RS JEAN NEWCOMB: The reason | rang you was to say that
we need 1o mention the original owners of these bouts more.
They built these boats with their own money you know, and a lot of
thought went into the boats. People can buy them now, I don't know
how much they pay for them, but a lot went into those original
yachts, it would have been their life savings in many cases. 1 think
the original owners of these boats should be acknowledged.
Sandra Gorrer: Yes thank you for your call
IM: Here comes Stan. Hello Stan,
Hello,

IM: Stan, we were remembening the names of all the original owners

Mr Stan Jervis

Yo sailed with mose af them didn’t you?

S Well we sailed ourselves,

IM: But what yacht did you sall mostly in?

S5k Oh the two Litele firme. There were two Little fims vou know, B7
the first Lirtle fim, then when we wrecked it on Grear Barrier.. Were you
on boand?

h_l Oh VS,

IM: And my brother-in-law Hal Newcombs, he swam ashore 1o secure
o secure the line wo the beach,

We were lucky... Par was lucky with Kmarea. 1 think | told you thar
she was built out of one kaur log which had grown on his own property
up in the Waitakeres, | was living in England at the vime, | think ic was
an excuse for Par o talk w me, he used o get me wo onder some shackles
wn Arthur Robl who designed

or bis and pieces, or this or tha |
Tamatea, | don't think 1'd sailed before | came 10 New Zealand when |
was sixreen, and really the only thing | knew abour boating was boats on
the round i“‘”“‘l' that sire ol lhiﬂ“. Bt anyway | soon learne, [ didn't
lenioow Tan in the nice Ladye Wil days, which all my friends knew abour,
bur anyway, we were in love and my mother sent me o England and | was
away [wio years.

When | got back we went out for a sail in the Tamatea and Par popped
the question which | accepred. We came ashore at Mechanics Bay and it
was low ride and we had o walk ashore in the mud! So it wasn't such a
romantic ending, But then in January that nexe year we ot engaged. My
mother was in England 0 we couldn’y ger married for three months
which annoyed us, but anyway we went 1o Tavranga and won the

Tauranga Gold Cup thar vear, and we had this fabulous evening there.

d

That was a bill when we won the Tauranga gold cup (shows a horel bill
from album), quite fantastic, Alty drinks,,.

The nexe day there was o harbour race, it was so exciting. My husbhand
was the gentlest sorr of a person at home, we were marvellous friends and
here we were in the race, shouting ar cach other. You know, cut the b,
down and this and that, anything  You couldn't believe thar such
language wis going on. | can't remember where we came, but v was
terrific fun,

IM: Another thing abour Mechanics Bay, my husband's mother was a
Miss Wiseman, Her father was | Wiseman, commodore of the RNZYS
from 1890-94 with the early Brwene, and then 1898-1901 with Mateng:
It was moored there in the old days when thiere was o bay, and she learn
o row and swim there. On Sundays they'd sic down o a meal in this
vacht and | think they had abour rwelve sicing down for lunch in white
ducks, it was very formal,

Mz Mo you wouldn't believe it bur the Yach Squadeon have gor the
wrong numibers in this book here. They don't really change the A-class
numbers do they?

SG: Moy no they don'r.

IM: Because Ranger's not O, she's 22, 1 wrote down what | could of
the old owners there (gives S0 g picce of paper).

SG: Whan does thar say, Winitangr,

[M: Frater

Marion Wright she was, Miss Frater, and she went and had a wonderful

Frater boys, Wintarge, Marion,, a grear friend of mine

tirme
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- 4 - l
An Anchland marrisge of wide interest the Newcomb—Camegie-Brown
wedding a1 St Mary's Cathediral, Pamell, yesterduy afiernoon,

IM: (looking st photas) That's Par's cousin Score Wilson, in Tawerne.

§G: A lor of people would have been related one way or another,

JM: Yes they were And I'm told thar Par was one of the originators of
cobweb comer. Do they sl go down o the yacht Squadron and sic and
have drinks and lunch and whatever.. 1've forgotten which day of the
week it was on.? Anyway, we were remembering the names of all the
original owners. Tiwere was Scote Wilson, (to 5)) did you know Scort
Wilson?

S§]: He was an old friend of mine, yes. Scoity.

IN: Moana was AT Miller. That was a very old one A9, | wouldn's
know what year she was built would you..?

§): 1894 or 57

IN: Going back much earlier there was A2 the Thelnu, and Bainbow.,
we know about that one, the Picars, | think they buile it here and then
went to Australia,..

S5l Wasn't thar Raeedsi?

M Ceil Piewar
Achilles ar the Banele of the River Plate in the war. My brother in law Jan

He smled with Pat in Bemietea and served in the

levthall was a gunnery olficer on the Aefilles oo, He larer became a rear
admiral in the RN,

Tiweatrea a suit of sails, but he didn't die so we never got them!

But Ceetl was a surgeon, and in his will he left

He was one of our best friends

Mo then, 3, Aridd. Who built her.. Logan of course!

81 1 think b was o Wilson, she was buile at the beginning of the carly
100", Yes, then Scouy wsed 1o own i, Scorry Wilson.

I Wl perhaps it was Seory’s father?

Sk I would probably be his grandfacher.

IN: Mighe be his faher 1 think, he marnied Pac's mother's sister, |
think that's the person,  Pat's mother's sister was Olive Wilson and they
lived over at Takapuna and gave their house w the erippled children, do
o know the house!

5. 5 was Nawere wasn't i AN Gifbord was che father and _[il-l.ii
Gifford, he's the one we used o sail with,

Sl AdLE Who was Ad?




SG: Ad's Jorangd, forangd was Turnbull, bur she was more Wellingron/
Dunedin up unul the 30 wasn't she?

Sf: Pmonot quite sure, but she was owned by a fellow called George
MacKensie who lived up in Kaikohe, He was an engineer, electrical
engineer.., he used v come down all the way from Kaikohe to race forang
when | used 1o race in those days. A grear litele chap, wonderful man.

(A discussion of women on yachis is underway, son Mark Newcomb
has arrived)

Sl The Wiirangs (AG) used 1o ke their gids and their wives and so
forth away.

JBd: Thar was Frarers,

SJ: The Fraters, she was the doyen if you like of Auckland yachting,

Mark Newcomb: And the fde, who was fde Didn't Arthur Angel
have Jda with Cove Lireler.

SG: 'y in Sydney now. She's a Bailey, forty something feet.

MM: She was owned by Arthur Angel and Cove Linder. They bought
Ariki off the Horons,  And the Thelma, thar was a Bloomficld boat,
didn't the Lieele fim team have ownership of her at one stage?

S): Mo, we just sailed on her.

5G And the Ngataringa, did she sail with you?

Sk Oh yes, but she's a modemn boat she's not a yacht. She's a tramcar
yacht as we used 1o call them.

SG: Tramcar yachts, what does that mean?

5] Well vou had an engine in it. That's what we used o call them in
the old days, because we never had the engines you know. Any boar with
an engine we used ro call 4 cramcarn tramcar yache because iv had o moror
in it

IMN: 15, By the way, Bill Endean was the first owner of Prize. Did you
know the Endeans?  Prige was built by Bill Endean bur the Thompsons
used 1o take the boat racing.  Tamatea was 20 Pat and Hal Newcomb, 16

was Lirele fim, the second time for Jimmy Michelson,
- & @

IM: Here's why | could never win the ladies’ race. 1'd been sailing for
years, we'd go o Kawau and we'd all have a wonderful tme but | always

wanted to win something as you can imagine, but every single woman
that you could sce or possibly take out, would come aboard,  Pat at
Kawau... all the women that weren's doing anything knew they could
came with us and we'd have a lovely sail, bur you couldn't see through
them, It was always a great party but | never won the ladies’ race unnil |
went sailing with Hugh Livder in Arids once,

5G: Did vou used to go up 1o Squadron Weekend with the family?

IM: Mo, | didn't want the family there (laughing)! Well... we wem
down for the Squadron weekends you see, and were pur up ar Mansion
House, We all had o share rooms because there were so many of us. |
ended up with Cathy Stephens whose husband was Clinton Stephens,
Seevie as we used to call him. He was the caprain of the.. what was the
naval ship thar got in wouble for hurrying back o warch an All Black
match..? Anyway it was a long vime ago, and she and 1 found ourselves
wgether in this double bed, so she said there was none of this and pur her
walking.. shooting stick dewn the bed berween usl | don't know i it was
that night or another Squadron Weekend, but she was in our dinghy
going from ship to shore and we'd had quite a lot to drink, and here she
was sitting in the dinghy going ashore and she was violently sick, and she
said 'IF this is yachting 've had i’}

On another excursion back from one of these boars ar Kawau, Par was
ahoard and his crew were on the rampage a bir and had the dinghy, and
we were all going ashore again to have a bit more fun,  We were
overloaded and the boar sank and of course the outboard got salt water in
it and so we had to take it out and rinse it in my bath in Mansion House,
as though nothing had happened. | think it went again and of course |
can't, I'm not quite sure but., it was all grear fun!

SGt So the feer used o be moored out in the bay and the ladies went
athore and stayed ar Mansion House,

JN: Yes, We'd come up by car to go across by ferey. Some people
stayed with Betty Potter, Betry Pountney she was, and then she married
Harold Potter. Some people used o stay there in the baches, bur we
generally all stayed in Mansion House, s there sl a ladies’ rce?

SG: Yes, l've raced in thar,

JM: 1 bet you didn’c have about thiry women aboard though.

SG: Mo, no, | was on the tller, but all of my crew were male..,

JM: That was nice. Anyway Cecil Pivar brought a Scouish bride back
from the war who became one of my best friends, she was pretey naughy
but lots of fun.. and we did a lor of sailing together.

=&

Charles George (Bunty) Palmer
1910 - 1999

Bunty Palmer owned and sailed o number of yachis in Auckland,
including Mimerva, built for him by Collings and Bell, Carli; a Bruce
Clark design, and then in his later years a motor launch which gave easy
access through an open tansom.  Buney is remembered by the yachtsmen
and women of Auckland who served in WL as 2 man whose fightng
sparit enabled him 1w overcome the dreadful injuries suffered when his
minesweeper HMS  Cromarsy was sunk off the Straits of Bonafacio,
Toward the end of his life he insisted on going out each day, mostly 1o
Westhaven 1o look at the boats,
rehabilivation during and after the war he was always cheerful, never
allowing his injuries 1o overcame his tremendous fighting spirin. He was
an inspiration o those who knew him,
"{In Alexandria) We had a great reunion and v was wonderful o
see that he was mobile again even though with sticks. We decided we
should dine our so | phoned a friend whom 1 had known in Ales. in

Diespite spending many years of

1941/42, He suggested

the Carlton night club and ’.J

when we met him there he o

was accompanied by a CHAKLES GEORGE
LOrgeaus Hungarian FALMER
woman, Some of the

diners  were  enjoying

dancing on the centre
floor and Bunty decided
that, despite his injuries,
he would like vo try and
dance,  The lovely lady
almaost carried him around
the floor,  Such s the
fighting spirit that rescues
peaple from  horrendous
injuries.”

“Huwmiy®
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HE following is an extract
from Waibau- Among the
last of New Zealand's old
Trading Coasters by Ralph
Sewell, published by
Endeavour  Press, 1978,
printed by Coroprint -
Coromandel. 1 thought a
few people might enjoy this
insight into the early years of New Zealand's
coastal trading vessels, and an insight into the experiences of Ralph
Sewell who died on Christmas eve 1999,

Sandra Gorter, Ed.
Chapier 1: Lloyd's Ce
Bailey af Northeote in 1913, for one William Walker, hotel-keepe
Kahu. She i 45 feer overall and 10 feer beam.  Billy Walker was one of
the last of the old pioneers, and the old East Coasters say that he and the

ate vells us thar Wirbaw was buile by Chas,

rof Te

Wirihau tamed the East Const as far as Cape Runaway.

Although the Walkers are a part Maori family, they rell me thar Billy
winn i Pakeha,

The life of Billy Walker was a hard one and his courage and spiritc will
live on as have those of our earlier New Zealand pioneers. Billy, who had
a half share in the Hovel at Te Kahu, had the mail contract from Opaortiki
1o Cape Hunaway.

This was before the road was put through and the boar was, of course,
named Wadkau alter Waihau Bay, where she spent most of her time.
Charlie Bailey built her for £350 on the beach ar Northeote, out of hear
kari

The Wishies used 1o do weekly and sometimes bi-weekly trips 1o Te
Kabu and the Cape, weather permining. “Weather permirting’ is a
masterly understatement. The Opotiki bar could only be worked ar high
water, therefore the rime of deparure was simply an high tide. Naturally,
his arrival back ar Opotiki could nat be relied upon in this simple manner.
Due w weather, engine break-downs, and other circumstances, they
Frequenely did NOT arrive ar high tide. In face. i was not uncommon for
many a tide to come and go while the good folk of Opotiki looked ow
anxiously over the bar for the ellale pall of black keroaene smoke
coming down the coast, for it was well known that Winbaw's engine
required a new set of main bearings every trip and tha, if the trip was a
protracted one, they might not see the bob our,

This annoying bearing problem bed to a shed being buile on the river
hank near the wharf, and another at Waihau Bay, both heaped high with
white meral and provided with a suitable porand fireplace for heating the
stufl up o re-run the worn beanngs. 1 am wold this was done each rip,

I have never decided which of the two was the wugher - Billy or
Warifurw, Th

s only comment | can make is thar, dudng the years | owned

WAIHAU BILL

THE OPOTIKI BAR

Withan, although | pever spared her, | never had cause 1w abuse and
thrish her as Billy Walker frequently had o do.

I have spent many happy hours yaming with Ernest Kemp on the
verandah of his old house' nexe wo the Stone Store ar Kerikeni, aboue his
carly life on his farm ar Whangaparoa, Cape Runaway, and the stories of
his adventures with Billy Walker on Wirthue

Ernest's description of crossing the Oypatiki bar on Wishwu makes one
realise the slender theead on which communications hung, even well into
OUF Present century.

As often as not, i was necessiry, through siress of weather, approach-
ing darkness, or other emergencies, o cross the bar in unfavourable
conditions.  Ernest explains that the technique was o hang around
ourside the firse line of breakers and wait for the approach of a wave bigger
than the rest. Billy would then shout down the engine-room hatch 1o
Sam, the engineer, to ‘Teed her the herbs” and smartly slam the harch on
wop of him,  Wisias would lunge forward like a surf boar until she hie the
battom ar

o with the receding wave, slew broadside on, almost high and
dry. Still battened down below, the Maori engineer would awaie the signal
for full abead as the nexe big one approached, the hoar being rked from
end w0 end meanwhile by the onset of cach successive wave, As the next
big sea came rearing in , Billy Walker would hammer vigorously on the
hatech with a monkey wrench, and the boar, picking hersell up with her
terrified passengers clinging on as best they may, would straighten up and
lunge forward once more, engulled in spray, 1o lewch up with a si

ening,
thud in o hundred yards abead. In Emnest Kemp's own words, “Three of
these and you were inl',.

(from chaprer 2)... Mr Percy Ward, o foorwear manufacturer in his
younger days, used o have business connections down in Oponki and
Cape Runaway... Percy remembers meeting Billy Walker's mother, who
was a iy, wizened linde woman of over a hundred years of age. At tha
age she could clean up all comers a poker. Nowadays we no longer see
these aged old Maoris thar we knew so well in our youth with their
tattooed Faces and bowler hats...

When Wirthan was expected, Mrs Walker always used o hang a lantern
on the riverbank wo guide them over the bar at night. Unfortunaely, there
were hazards other than those already mentioned connecied with entering
the fiver. On one occasion, a Northern Company scow ran amok on the
bar and ook a wire hawser across to a wrec on the opposite bank which
Billy didn’t see in the failing light of the evening, That is how Wiihan
lost her mainmast, It was never replaced as sail was never carried during

the years thar she was on the Cape Runawiy run,

Ralph Sewell
1927 - 1999

CYA member Ralph Sewell died on Christmas day 1999 an his yacha
Ripple, ar Clevedon, Ralph lived in Auckland, Coromandel, and aboard
his boats on the Hauraki gull, He was associaved with shoal draft boars,
building many remarkable vessels from his own Funds, including the
Hipple, the Breeze, and the 1110 model of the Endesvonr now in the
Russell museum.  The Frdeavonr is remembered by many Mew
Zealanders as the boat which toured NZ 1o help mark New Zealand's 150
year celebrations ain 1968, Ralph also buile shoal drate vessels, muller
beaes, and many clinker dingies over the years from his Devonpore vard,
anel had a number of miniamre sicam trains and stecam launches, He
lowed all things musical and had his own orchestra, When he stopped boat
buiilding he worked as a builder of pipe organs, This colourful, eccentric
character will be saclly missed.
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IORANGI, KAHURANGI,

Mr Con Thode (cont...)

Mr Con Thode: My first job when | left
school, was ar LD Mathans, | was in the
shipping office, they were agents for Shaw Savill
in those days when the shipping office was
quite a big place, dealing with manifests and
bills of lading and things like that. Lawrence
Mathan came to the office as my junior we
became great friends,

Mrs Marcie Thode:
sailing in those days?

CT: Well Lawrence had a share in Konird
with a chap called Don Wilson before he went
away, Wilson was rransferred vo Wellingron as
the government architect, and Lawrence,
because we already knew each other, rang me
up when he got back from University in 1936
and said, I've bought Wilson's share in Kowird
and | own her now completely. He said she's
on the alip ar Bailey and Lowe getring painted,
and 've got a heap of rope and a sack of blocks
but | don't know what wo do with them
{smiles).

SG: What an invitation!

CT: (laughs) So | went and sorted out
where everything should po and rigged Koriri
for him. That was in the spring of *36 1 think
from memory, He then rang me and said
would | race her in the Auckland Regaua,
although we had a crew, they were just a
cruising crew, so | raced her in the Auckland
Regatta. We ot third... (Marcie says
something in the background) 1'd berer tell
vou which way the wind was (CT laughs).

MT: (from kitchen) You can't remember,
can you!

CT: It was south east darling, south east,
raining, and blowing like hell!

MT: .. hoerible!

CT: | think the Windward lost a mast that
day and the boat that won the race was Rambler
when she was practically brand new. She loved
the conditions, But Karerr, when | got aboard,
around the carlines, she had screw eyes and
lashings across the carlines. She didn't have a
skylight and 1 asked, what are these for? He
saidd oh that's where we put the bunks, 5o the
bunks were mken out and stacked up on these
ropes in the cabin top. | had a look and saw a
four gallon petrol can down there, he said oh
wes, that's the baller, and they bailed from the
cabin - all the way round the course. They were
bailing the water from the bunk area out, out
and over the side., ohh! Anyhow, we got a thind
out of i,

Were you keen on

f

AND THE WAR

5G:  Why didn't Lawrence want to be
skipper, was he a good sailog?

CT: Mo he wasn't a sailor. He loved the sea,
absolutely adored being at sea.  But he would
never sit down and concentrate.  Occasionally
when we were away cruising he would say oh 1
think 1'd like vo sail the boat and he would sail
it for a brief way, but he just wasn't interested,
he just wanted 1o be there and be at sea and so
forth. In fact | can remember coming back
from Houhora in foremgs, we'd come around
Karckare and the wind was in the north east
(looks at Marcie..), and we were running very
free and he said he would like o sail the boar
and somebody was sitting alongside ready 1o
stop him jibing. You know, he absolutely loved
the sea - he did that world trip in Kabureng:,
but he was never interested in sailing the boar.
He left ir entirely vo me, which was good fun,
because she (forengd) was virtually my boat, It
wis wonderful, because | was only a young
bloke, and to be given the skippering of a
beautiful ship like Jorangs, 1 was thrilled 1o bis.

5G: That wasn't uncommon was it, to have
an owner and another person who did the
sailing.

CT: A bit uncommaon in those days.

CT: She was laid up during the war years
and when 1 got back she was sitting up in Vos',
| climbed up the ladder one day, Lawrence was
up the ladder too despite losing his leg in the
war, and Percy Vos, the three of us got up on to
the deck of forangd and stood there and as [ was
looking along the deck and | could see there
were these litde stains..? So 1 waok my nail file
out and put it into one stain and there was a
ping inside. Then 1 did it again, and another
ping inside. The screw points were so close o
the paint which had deteriorated over the war
years, that the moisture had gor down the
screws and she had all gone rorten around the
screws, 5o that meant a new deck which firred

in of course with bringing the mase aft with the
new rig and it also meant thar the skylighe had
10 be shifted alt,

S0 she ot a complere new deck in 1946 and
the hull was refastened, When Vie Speight
bought her later he added the cabin top. He
decided where the cabin wop was going o be
and so they drew a line on the deck like this,
and then they just got a chainsaw and they went
chwrrr.. slacked off the wedges on the mast,
lifved the deck up, and then built a coaming, so
the deck became the top of the cabin top.

SG: She didn't look much like a snake any
more!

CT: A snake.. you mean her hull lines?

SG: Wasn't Jormgi's nick-name "the snake’.

CT: Mo, she was always known as the
canoe, and she does logk like a canoe.

CT: That's wartime storage at Vos and Brijs,
there she is there, Whar they did is they put a
piece of timber fore and aft up the centre line
and then put wooden covers on. When the war
started in "39 we decided we'd have our last
Christrmas cruise and go for i, you see.  And
Lawrence took so much booze aboard, thar we
were in Mangonui.. north east, rining, one of
those days you know, and he said well, I'm
going to mix a cockeail. And the recipe was
written down on a piece of wiler paper.  And
thae's i 8G: (reading) foramgs schnapps,.?

T Jomangd lecup,

S5G:  lecup?  What's the significance of
jccup?

CT: Oh well, he said he reckoned we'd all
get drunk and iccup you seell!

SG: Who are these people here?

CT: My brother John, Ted Dacre, Cecil
Pirtar, his facher owned the Reinbow, Jim
Belgarnie, and lra Sutherland, he was killed
flying a Mosquite aireraft in Burma,

8G: Did you have much 10 do with the
Rainbous



CT: Raced against her. In fact we.. that’s
another story. Well, this is the stant of the war
story actually. When | couldn't ger into the
navy here | gor a bit fed up and went along 1o
the army and enlisted. Then a letter arrived

from Arthur Robb, we corresponded, saying

that he was in the navy and he thought that any
Avckland yachesman particularly if he had a
ticket, would ger a job in England, so 1 had 10
get out of the army. | went along 1o Calonel
Potter in Army HO) and explained my wish o
go o England 1o join the Royal Navy, and he
gave me a clearance before | was called up, 5o
I made a hurried exit as a deck hand on the 55
Port Darwin,

The whaole winter of ‘39 we'd done nighe
classes 1o et our yache masters tickets ready for
the war, and then the war started in September
‘39 and we decided 1w make the most of tha
season before we went. And.. there was a vache
race, a harbour race on the Saturday afternoon,
and we bear the Rasnbow,

It was o hell of o bande, a beauty race! Then
on the Monday, navigation cxaminations
started.  There were writien papers on this,
papers on that and there was a half hour verbal
question on scamanship, Caprain Stewart lined
me up and said oh, "You sailed @ good rce on
Saturday Thode™, 1 said, "Oh thank you Sir".
He said “Why did you do so and s0? 1 said
He said “oh
vesoo He said, “afver we saw you stare ar Kings

"oh so and so and so and so®,

Wharl we went down o Bastion Point and
watched you going up and down the channel,
why did you do this and thae?” Then, “oh.,
that's the end of the half hour!™ He said "oh
thar will do for seamanship”, so | must have
explained i alright!

On that day v was blowing very hard and
Rainbow decided they would stack the exira
crew for weight, They had about foureeen or
fificen blokes in the cabin which we didn't
know abour, Al siving around inside, we
found out abour ir lier, We bear them on the
starting line, that was the crucial thing, and

with ferangd's reaching speed we had them well
under control at the Bastion mark. Then on
the slog our she was a faseer boat 1o windward,
buie no way was Joe Parrick gewing past me! So
we bear him in the slog out, covering him all
the tme. and then the run back we kepr ahead
of him., and then on the second slog we had the
same battle, It was a preat race, it was a
tremendous race!

The War
SG¢ The question that's on the

ip of my
tongue, is about a book you've wreitten lor your
children...

CT: The war book? Well, the children kept
on asking me questions, what about this in the
war Dad, and whar abour thar, S0 | sar down
and | wrote a liele bit of what | could
remember, and just gor my son o pring i

SCi The incident thar stood out for me was
the fiest ime you were depih charged - where
you had ro go away and gee a woollen jersey
because you were shivering, and how alter that
you always wore a jensey i you thought you
were going o pet depth charged because it
provided some comfort and warmih.

CT: Yes. v wasn't cold, so 1 was obviously
frightened! {laughs)

SGr Did you see the movie 'Das Boot'..,

CT: Oh yes thar was good wasn'v in? | have
one  criticism,  and  thay
remember they were very, very deep in the
Gibraltar straits being attacked with wianer

Wik, You may

coming in, They were able w stem the How of

water and survive, but you see water exeris a
pressure af forty five per pounds per square
inch every hundred feet of depth and they were
down 1o abour eight hundred feer. The warer
pressure would be juse like a sveel rod. We were
down once with water coming in through rivets
for'ard after being rammed by a destroyer, and
although we were only ar around seventy or
eighty fect, we realised thar we had 1o get back
up to reduce the pressure because the water was
like bars of steel.  So the U-boar could never
have stopped it. That was my enly criticism of
that picture however, otherwise jt was very
good.

5G: How did you ge into the submarines?

CT: When | armved in London | went 1o
the Admiralry and said, I've gor a yacht masters
ticket can | have a job?  Well they put me
through a litde test, and | became an Acting,
Temporary, Probatiopary, Sub  Licutenani
(aughs)! 1 was vrained in a place called King
Alfred, near Brighton for a few weeks where
they taught you how o pass the port ar a naval
dinner and all those sore ol niceties (1), and then
they sent me off o a corverte in Liverpool and
we did Atantic convoys escort.

Then a signal came, calling for volunteers
from the RNVR for seevice in submarines,
Until then, other than some Merchant Service
RNR it had generally been straighe RN,

bt they were getting shor of officers, they
were losing so many. | volunteered in 1940, did
my training in ‘41, then went w0 Proteus as g
navigator in the Mediterrancan, and then in
1942 went back 1o England, w be promoted o
i first licurenant.. that's like the first mate on a

ship. You've got the capain on a ship and the

first mate runs the ship, | was a fint lieatenant,
then | was recommended for command, and |
ot cormmanid

56 Thar was quite an achievement for a
New Zealander wasn't ie?

CT: (Clears his throat) Well apparendy. |
was the only New Zealand RNVR o ever
command a submarine, Gordon Tait, was in
submarines, He joined in about 1943 1 think
and qualified for command after the war. Also
Larry Herrick from the Wairarapa, they were
Royal Navy, Larry had joined the RN before
the war and was a submarine caprain, but he
and Gordon were RN, 1 was the only RNVER.

SG: What is the difference between a
commander and a caprain?

CT: Commander is a rank and Caprain is a
rank bur |
being in command. You can be the captain of

sth words are used also o signify

a submarine or the commander of a submarine
because vou are in command of it | was in
cormmand of a submarine as o Licutenant, but |
waa its Caprain... it geis a bit confusing at fimes
{laughs)!

SG: Right..,

CT: Gordon Tait was Licutenant RN when
the war finished, But he was RN and he stayed
in the Royal Navy whereas | went back 1o civvy
sereet, He wene on and qualified tor command
a year or two later, but went on and did a ot of
sihmarine command, 've forgotten how many
submarines he served in, but then of course he
went on in rank and eventually he became an
admiral

SC: You had four vears during the war in

which is a grear tribune,

submarines, s 2 wonder you survived, with
one chance in two of dying you must have done
something right.

CT: Yes, well | was lucky. | ofien think of...

After I'd qualified as a submariner in 1941
right, go on leave awaiting

Sa | went to New Zealand
house, they had a list of people there who
would enterin or look after New Zealanders
when they were on holiday, So 1 went on leave
and went down 1o a place in Cornwall. One
Friday they sent me a signal from the Admiraliy

they said
appointment,

for a submarine posting, telling me o be in
touch regarding an appoinement.  Bur rthat
signal didn't reach me unil the Monday
because | was in such an isolated place. 5o they
sent somebody else o do the job which was o
je b Gibraltar o join a submarine, and one of
my classmates went and he was lost,, fist rip..,
5G: Do you think thar there was anything
that enabled vou o survive, or was it just luck?
CT: Mo
Well you were.
S0 Perhaps you were cautious, didn’t rush

Just.. just being lucky that's..

in where angels fear o read..?

CT: No,
navigator of Protess we ot into some awful
tight comers, 1t was nothing to do with me, |

Mo, no because when | was

was just... | was just there, In fact she had quire
a reputation as a survivor did the old Progi in
the end, We had so many depeh charge arracks
and survived them, that after. she was gewing
so old that they waok her back to England and
used her for pracusing depth charge anacks
(both laugh) 1o see why she did... (augh).



Mo, I ehink s quse a bit of good luck char's
all, I can’t be anything because.. | don’t know,
it there's a joly v do, you juse dad i

CT: This s Scypehian,

SG: Were vou in charge of building her?

CT: Yes, | was sent to her when she was in
the building yard at Scotts in Greenock. She'd
been launched and pamed and so forth, and

was floating in the dock, There were welders

and painters and engineers and everybody
everywhere and 1 was there perhaps a month
before | actually drove her away, They smd o
me here is Scyphian, she's yours, she's a name we
haven't used before, we've got no crest.. ships
usually carry the crest of the previous name you
see. Sa no crest, no motio, no nothing, b
she's all yvours! 5o I had the jooks of Bong down
o the museum in London and trying 1o find
out all abou the Soythians,

You've heard of the Parchian shor? Well the
Seyphiiam were a race |1i'|ln||!r|.' in the Caucases
prioe 1o the Parthians and they were the people
who invented the Parthion shot.  Thar is
apparently reereating when being chased by the
enemy, but firing arrows backwards from their
horses, So that's where | got that litle griffin,
the Seyehian griffin, and then gor that moro
down there, "Insidiose Profugus’ which means
in dpparent retreat we are dangerous. lr applied
to the Sepphiars and applies o a submarine
because when you dived, that's when you are a
dangerous vessel,

CT: My fiest command after I'd qualified
was with a first world war submarine called
H33

oh no, litde old wrecks they were. They
were used for ping running, you know what
ping running is, well to train Asdic operators
obviously they've got to have a submarine,
Cuite a lot of the old submarines were used for
just thar purpose. We used o tow a buff so
they could see where we were, Although the
pperator was shielded, he couldn’t see he was
only looking at the set, the officer ar the top was
We did a

tremendous amount of that. 5o 1 had my firm

witching where the bull was

command in one of these H-class submarines.
1 wok her away from the depor ship o go
around o Campbelltown where we had a ping
running base and 1 said well, we'd better dive
her, |_|,|up.hm,l ]lhnu[ﬂu. | haven't
clse 1o rely on, it was a funny fecling!

SG: Were they leaky..,

CT: Well, when | pgot back from the
Mediterranean in "42, 1 be a First Lievtenam

they said right, your First Firse Licutenant's job

ot anybody

will be H-50 which is refiting in Sheerness,
Bur, as you don't know how these things work
you'd better go and have a couple of weeks in

one that is working, 5o they sent me 1o H-28
and | spent two weeks in her. Then went back
to Sheeemess for the refir. then the capuain
joined, and oddly enough the caprain was a
chap whio had been First Licutenant when | was
in Protews. We commissioned her our of the
refit, and the dockyard head came along and
said right, we've dane our best for you but she's
getting very old, don't take her down below a
hundred  feet
Sheerness and went around 1w Portsmouth

whatever vou do! We left

the base at Gosport. and then went down to
Plymouth where we were 1o exercise with
members of the Ceech airforce, they wanted w
practice secing a submarine from the air and so
forth, and we had o just dive and surface and
so forth, | had a young sub Licutenant with me
under training, and was reaching him how
do the trim.  We were down at eighty feer and

DSC for bravery there,

5G| can understand how people would
lose their nerve in a submarine, its so litde,

CT: Yessome people really don't stand the
confinement,

SG: Whar sort of a person went best in
submarines?

CT: Well, you had 1o be a passive sort of
person, yes, passive,

1 found after the war... you see 1'd been with
ICI for years before the war, when | came back
they transfered me 1o head office in Wellingron.
1 said 1 wanted my Auckland job back, but they
said you can’t have ir, as so and so has got it |
said bur he’s a conscientious objector, got my
job! After the war we put the modern rig into
farangr, we launched her juse before Christmas
in “46 and had quite a few seasons, lovely
racing and cruising, and then | got married. By

(L to R} Ly George Huant, Lt Peter Scott-Maxwell (RN), Lt. Con Thode (RNVR), Li. Jeremy MNash ar 38°
in Profeus, 1941

we were sitting there quite happily and she
started 1o go down so | ran the pump. She kepo
on going down and | ran the pump again and
she kept on going down, and she got w a
hundred and twenty feet so | thought this is no
bloody good so | called our to the capeain in the
tiny wardroom and said one pump’s nom
coping, can | put some HI air in the main
ballase and he said yes, sure. So 1 pur some high
pressure air into the main ballast wnks and
lifted her up again.  The sub Lieutenant
panicked and that was why we threw him our
of submarines but that was beside the point..
you can't have that sort of thing, Eventually we
came back into the harbour and we stared o
find out what was wrong and the pump was full
of 1_'h.'||h of wood,,!

SG: That's a fanny thing isn't it?

CT: Well, saborage did occur, and we never
really knew whether it was saborage in the dock
yard or whether they'd been doing some
furniture woodwork in the vessel and it had
accidentally got inte the bilges,  Bur it had
buggered up the pump.

SG: What happened 1o the chap who
panicked?

CT: Ohb he'd saared o make commenis,
you can’t be down here, we're wo deep, the
boat's under stress, that sort of ching, He los
A nice bloke but he didn't fit in

We sent him back o general

his cool
submarines

service and he went on o destroyers and gor a

*§1 1 had had it with business and the city. 1
gave it away and went north o Marakana
milking cows from *$1 to "58. During thar
time Kaburengi was buile, so [ wasn't really
involved with her except when Lawrence asked
me 1o take her away for a cruise in February in
the first or second year that she was built,

MT: Is that the year when we ook
Kabrurangi.. when the whole family came?

CT: Yes,

MT: There were cight children,  Eight
children, four adults, thar was twelve, and two
young men (o help enterrain the children, ke
them ashore and run races and things, there
were fourteen on board Kaburangs (1), it was a
lovely cruise, we tharoughly enjoyed it!
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